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About the Asia-Pacific Partnership 
 

The Asia-Pacific Partnership on Clean Development 
and Climate (APP), an innovative public-private 
partnership that brings together the governments and 
private sectors of Australia, Canada, China, India, Japan, 
Korea, and the United States, facilitates investment in 
clean technologies, goods, and services; accelerates the 
sharing of energy-efficient best practices; and identifies 
policy barriers to the diffusion of clean energy 
technologies.  To accomplish its work, the APP created 
a Policy and Implementation Committee (PIC) and 
eight public-private Task Forces.  The purpose of this 
newsletter is to share information and news about the 
Partnershipõs activities.  For further information on the 
APP and its activities, please see our website at: 
www.asiapacificpartnership.org.  We welcome feedback 
on this newsletter and suggestions for future articles at: 
APP_ASG@state.gov. 
 

Gold Coast PIC Meeting 
 

The Seventh Policy & Implementation Committee (PIC) 
Meeting of the APP took place 19-20 May 2009, in 
Gold Coast, Australia.  In Gold Coast, the Task Forces 
provided progress updates, and PIC members discussed 
the importance and direction of the APP as Partners 
look ahead into the future.  PIC members endorsed five 
additional projects including one new flagship project.   
 

 
The Seventh Policy & Implementation Committee Meeting 
of the APP in Gold Coast, Australia, 19-20 May 2009.  

 

Aluminium Task Force 
 

Anode Effect Control  

The Aluminium Task Force project ATF-09-08, 
Development of Generic Computer Software for Automated 
Anode Effect Control, was endorsed at the Gold Coast 
PIC meeting, with the goal to develop and implement 
an Automatic Anode Effect Termination (AET) 
program as a demonstration project at an aluminium 
smelter in China.  The aim of the project is to assist 
smelters in stopping anode effects (AE) during 
primary aluminium production.  Perfluorocarbons 
(PFCs) are produced during brief upset conditions 
known as "anode effects."  These conditions occur 
when the level of the dissolved aluminium oxide (the 
raw material for primary aluminium) in the cell drops 
too low and the electrolytic bath itself begins to undergo 
electrolysis.   
   

 
Members of the Aluminium Task Force in Sanya, China, 
December 2008. 
 

There are two methods to terminate or òkilló an 
anode effect: manually, which requires opening the 
cell and stirring the pot; and automated, using 
computer control algorithms to raise and lower the 
carbon anode.  Many smelters in China rely on 
òmanual killó to stop anode effects.  Use of computer 
algorithms, the current accepted global industry 
standard, is faster and significantly reduces PFC 
emissions per anode effect. Successfully migrating 
from a manual kill to a computer-automated process 
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reduces PFC emissions an estimated 22-29% below 
baseline emissions.  Moreover AET programs result 
in decreased production costs of uncontrolled anode 
effects by reducing energy and material usage.  AET 
programs also ensure a safer work place for smelter 
employees by reducing risks from burns, exposure to 
fumes and splashing from the manual opening of the 
pots. 
 

This project involves collaboration between Australia, 
Canada, China and the United States, and will result 
in highly cost-effective, near-term PFC emission 
reductions.  The project also complements the on-
going work of the Aluminum Task Force flagship 
project, ATF-06-02, Management of PFC Emissions. 
 

To learn more about the project, please visit: 
http://www.asiapacificpartnership.org/english/pr_alumini
um.aspx#Aluminium_Project_8  
 

Please visit the Aluminium Task Force website at: 
http://www.asiapacificpartnership.org/tf_aluminium.aspx. 
 

Buildings and Appliances Task Force 
 

Cities Partnerships 
Members of the Buildings and Appliances Task Force 
met with officials in Surat, India during the spring of 
2009, and confirmed plans to provide technical 
assistance to the city of Surat, (a large city of some 4.5 
million people) to develop a sustainable energy plan for 
the city for 2030; an energy policy for municipal 
operations for 2021; and green guidelines for municipal 
buildings.  These efforts will be made under the Task 
Force project BATF-08-47, US-India Cities Partnership for 
Sharing Best Practices on Energy and Environment.  This 
project is also helping Surat - one of the òSolar Citiesó 
designated by the government of India - to form a sister 
city partnership with a U.S. Department of Energy 
designated òSolar Cityó, Philadelphia. 
 

This BATF-led city partnership followed the first-ever 
U.S.-India cities partnership between the cities of Atlanta, 
USA and Ahmedabad, India, launched in March 2008.  
With the support of technical assistance from Atlanta and 
the U.S. Department of Energy, Ahmedabad generated an 
energy audit for public water supply and waste water 
systems in April 2008 and is developing so-called green 
guidelines for all new municipal buildings constructed by 
the city.  Ahmedabad has since allocated funds in its 
annual budget for implementing green guidelines and 

energy efficiency improvements for three upcoming 
municipal buildings. 
 

 
(From left) Amit Shah, Ahmedabad Mayor; Mark Ginsberg, 
U.S. Department of Energy; Shirley Franklin, Atlanta 
Mayor; and Vatsal Bhatt, Brookhaven National Laboratory 
at Atlanta City Hall after signing an MOU in March 2008.  
 

To learn more about the U.S. ð India cities partnership, 
please visit: 
http://www.asiapacificpartnership.org/english/pr_buildin
gs_appliances.aspx#BATF_Project_47  
 

To visit the APP Buildings and Appliances Task Force 
webpage, please go to: 
http://www.asiapacificpartnership.org/tf_buildings_applia
nces.aspx. 
  
Cement Task Force 
 

Clean Cement Technologies 
The Third International Workshop on Cement and 
Concrete Technology for Sustainable Development was 
held in Beijing, China, 6-12 May 2009.  Sixteen experts 
from Canada, China, Japan, the United States and 
Norway attended the workshop which was sponsored in 
part by the Cement Task Forceõs Center of Excellence.   
 

Topics of discussion included the construction of 
structures with synthetic structural fiber; reinforced 
concrete for durability and sustainability; a case study on 
innovative progress for cement sustainability; the use of 
artificial concrete in fish reefs; the history of concrete 
recycling technologies toward sustainable construction; 
and new techniques of manufacturing high performance 
supplementary cement-related materials and its 
contribution to cement and concrete technology for 
sustainable development. 
 

For more information on the activities of the Cement Task 
Force, please visit: 
http://www.asiapacificpartnership.org/tf_cement.aspx.  
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Cleaner Fossil Energy Task Force 
 

Building CCS Regulatory Capacity 
A new Cleaner Fossil Energy Task Force project was 
recently endorsed at the Gold Coast PIC Meeting ð 
CFE-09-17, Guidelines for Safe and Effective Carbon Capture 
and Storage: Building Regulatory Capacity.  Tsinghua 
University in China will partner with the World 
Resources Institute (WRI) in the United States to 
develop guidelines for Chinaõs deployment of carbon 
capture and storage (CCS) technology.  Globally, 
regulations for how to safely store CO2 in geological 
formations are emerging.  Regulation is a critical next 
step to CCS technology development, because sound 
environmental regulations are essential to safe and 
permanent CO2 storage in the subsurface.  Tsinghua 
University has partnered with WRI to begin addressing 
how to ensure that CCS deployment in China meets 
environmental standards by drafting a guideline for safe 
and effective CCS in China. 
 

The Tsinghua-WRI team will build capacity to support 
regulatory development by engaging technical experts 
and other stakeholders in building consensus 
surrounding guidelines and best practices.  The project 
is modeled after a successful effort that WRI helped 
implement in the United States, in which a diverse set of 
stakeholders developed a comprehensive set of 
guidelines for CCS projects called the òGuidelines for 
Carbon Dioxide Capture, Transport, and Storage.ó  This 
document, with a focus on the U.S. CCS industry, is 
meant to guide full-scale demonstration and provide 
recommendations for ensuring that projects in the 
United States are conducted responsibly.  A Chinese 
version of the guidelines is intended to foster better 
understanding in China of how to develop 
environmentally responsible CCS projects, and will 
provide information to guide decision-making as China 
seeks to continue to use coal in an increasingly carbon 
constrained global landscape.  The guidelines are 
expected to be especially useful to potential regulators, 
project operators, financers, insurers, and legal experts 
in China. 
 

To learn more about this project, please visit: 
http://www.asiapacificpartnership.org/english/pr_fossil_e
nergy.aspx#CFE_Project_17.   
 

Also, visit the Cleaner Fossil Task Force webpage at: 
http://www.asiapacificpartnership.org/tf_fossil_energy.as
px.  

Coal Mining Task Force 
 

Dry Coal Beneficiation in India 
In support of project CLM-06-01, Information Sharing on 
Coal Processing Technologies, members of the Task Force 
delivered a pilot scale dry coal beneficiation plant to 
Chattisgarh, India in June 2009.  The aim of project 
CLM-06-01 is to exchange information on best practices 
in coal preparation technologies.  The commercial 
installation of the plantõs dry deshaling (coal cleaning) 
technology will remove unwanted impurities from 
mined coals prior to transportation and downstream 
utilization at electrical power stations in India.   
 

This technique will lower greenhouse gas emissions due 
to increased combustion efficiencies associated with 
burning lower-ash coals; reduce energy requirements for 
transporting and processing higher-ash coals; reduce 
emissions of fly ash and air pollutant precursors of 
environmental concern; and expand capacity of the 
currently overloaded infrastructure of railways and 
power stations in India.  Most importantly, the 
anticipated increase in profitability associated with the 
utilization of cleaner coals as feedstocks will provide a 
direct financial incentive for the adoption of 
environmentally beneficial technology.   
 

 
The pilot scale dry coal beneficiation plant delivered to 
Chattisgarh, India, in June 2009. 
 

Read more about this project at: 
http://www.asiapacificpartnership.org/english/pr_coal_m
ining.aspx#Coal_Mining_Project_1. 
 

For more information on APP Coal Task Force projects, 
please visit: 
http://www.asiapacificpartnership.org/tf_coal_mining.asp
x.  
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Power Generation and Transmission Task Force 
 

Demand Side Management  
The Power Generation and Transmission Task Force 
held a technical information exchange program on 
demand-side management in April 2009.  The first 
portion of the workshop was held in Raleigh, North 
Carolina, USA, 27-29 April 2009, and focused on 
facilitating a better understanding among Partner 
countries of distribution system configuration, and 
implementation of Demand Side Management (DSM) 
programs and technologies.  The second portion of the 
event took place 29 April-2 May 2009, in San Francisco, 
California, USA.  In San Francisco, the program focused 
on regulatory policies and electricity sector reforms for 
DSM.  Participants also participated in a tour of the 
PG&E Pacific Energy Center. 
 

The event drew more than 50 participants from all 
seven APP Partner countries.  The program was 
undertaken as a part of project PGT-06-03, Best Practices 
for Demand Side Management Activities Plan.   
  

 
Participants of the DSM technical information exchange in 
April 2009.  
 

You can read more about this project at: 
http://www.asiapacificpartnership.org/english/pr_powerg
eneration_transmission.aspx#Project_3.    
 

For more information on the Power Generation and 
Transmission Task Force, visit: 
http://www.asiapacificpartnership.org/tf_powergeneratio
n_transmission.aspx. 
 

Renewable Energy and Distributed Generation 
Task Force 
 

Renewable Energy in India Handbook 
The REDGTF recently released the òHandbook on 
Best Practices for the Successful Deployment of Grid-
Connected Renewable Energy, Distributed Generation, 

Cogeneration and Combined Heat and Power in Indiaó, 
which served to complete project RDG-08-32, Grid 
Connected Renewable Energy and Distributed Generation 
Partnerships.  This handbook was developed as a tool to 
assist in the removal of barriers to the deployment of 
clean energy technologies in India, and is intended to 
provide information on best practices for policy makers, 
utility executives, regulators, and project developers. 
 

To access the handbook, please visit:  
http://www.asiapacificpartnership.org/pdf/Projects/RE
DGTF/Best_Practices_Handbook_India_RDG-08-32.pdf 
 

For more information on the Renewable Energy & 
Distributed Generation Task Force, please visit: 
http://www.asiapacificpartnership.org/tf_renewable_ener
gy.aspx. 
 

Steel Task Force 
 

AISTech 2009 
The Steel Task Force held its seventh Task Force 
Meeting in St. Louis, Missouri, USA, on 4-7 May 2009, 
which was held in conjunction with AISTech 2009 - 
Iron & Steel Technology Conference and Exposition 
and the APP Technology Showcase.  The Iron & Steel 
Technology Conference and Exposition was designed to 
give industry attendees the opportunity to learn about 
new technologies involved in steel production, meet 
existing suppliers, network, and investigate new 
products.  The APP also hosted an exhibit at the 
Exposition to share information about the Partnership 
with conference attendees.   
 

 
Participants of the seventh Task Force Meeting in St. 
Louis, Missouri, USA, in May 2009. 
 

To see the complete list of meeting presentations, please 
visit: 
http://www.asiapacificpartnership.org/english/tf_steel_A
ISTech_2009.aspx.   
 

For more information on the Steel Task Force, visit: 
http://www.asiapacificpartnership.org/tf_steel.aspx.  
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